[The Ito cells in ontogenesis and liver regeneration].
This review regards the Ito cells, which constitute one of the four types of liver sinusoidal cells. These cells synthesize many cytokines and extracellular matrix proteins. The Ito cells make an important link in retinoid metabolism. The role played by the Ito cells in liver hemopoiesis and differentiation of liver epithelium in prenatal ontogenesis is emphasized. The importance of the Ito cells in reparative liver regeneration is also discussed.